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palankiii-bearers required by the Company,
and paid my respects to M. Leyrit with a
bouquet. For the last eight days ho has not
worn the air of a Governor but of one who has
lost his government. There has been no life
in him, and to-day he was pitiable to see.
However I reminded him of my yesterday's
request to get a passport to which ho replied,
4 M. Lally sent word to me last night that four
English ships have arrived with 500 soldiers
and some sepoys at Cuddalore1, and that in
15 days, Pondichery will have to be surrender-
ed to the English. So what business can be
done ? ' As he spoke thus, I came out in order
to make further enquiries about it. I met a
European gentleman who said, 'At eight
o'clock last night, M. Lally sent for M. Moracin
and M. Courtin and told them to inform
M. Loyrit that four English ships had arrived
at Cuddalore with 500 soldiors and some
sopoys, and that therefore Pondichory will
have to bo delivered into English hands in 15
days. They went and informed M. Leyrit
accordingly. M. Loyrit replied, " He has sent
me word for my information, but I know that

1 Coote writes on 5 September, that on the previous day 150
Marines and the Highland battalion, had landed at Cuddalore (Military
Consultations, 7 September 1760). The vessels wore H.M.SS.
America, 64, Medway, 60, Liverpool, 289 and South Sea Castle, store
ship (Letter from Steevens, 5 September, ap. Military Consultation*,
8 September, 1760).